
o Institutional funds from universities and colleges 
comprise the second largest source of funding for 
academic R&D, accounting for $11.2 billion of the $54.9 
billion of academic spending on S&E R&D in 2009.  
 

o Since 1991, the overall share of university support for 
research has remained stable. However, the actual costs 
to institutions during this period have increased three-
fold in current dollars, with compliance costs representing 
a large component. 
 

o Institutional funds are directed toward institutionally 
financed research expenditures, including infrastructure, 
such as buildings, laboratories, field stations, facility 
renovation, cyberinfrastructure, and unrecovered indirect 
costs and federally mandated cost sharing. 
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Observations from the National Science Board 

o A continued decline in state support will negatively impact the ability of these 
universities to provide quality education and training to a diverse student body and 
attract and retain the talent needed to maintain the scope and quality of their 
research efforts. 
 

o Increased enrollment in higher education is projected to come mainly from 
traditionally underrepresented minority groups. While enrollment at public research 
universities has continued to increase, a greater share of students, particularly 
minorities, are attending public 2-year or private for-profit institutions. 
 

o Reductions in revenue of public research universities and gaps in salary between 
public and private research universities have the potential to lead to an outflow of 
talent at public research universities and reduced research capacity. These could 
result in greater concentration of talent and R&D in fewer geographical locations, 
and at fewer universities, with smaller and less diverse student bodies. This could 
have a substantial impact on economic and workforce development at the local, 
state, and national levels. 
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